A CHRISTMAS CAROL: GIGGLESWICK SCHOOL

It's sometimes hard to realise that almost everything we regard as being quintessentially "Christmas"  is actually derived from a Victorian ideal embodied in this Dickens story. Equally there have been so many spoofs and variations on the story that it's easy to lose sight of the original, which is why it was so wonderful to see this inspired production. Performed by a youthful and talented cast this performance captured the real heart of the tale and managed to present the sombre warning and sentiment without descending into Victorian mawkishness and delivered some outstanding solo performances along the way.  The stage set is deceptively simple but excellent use is made of the upper tier which allows spirits to observe the happenings below.  The lower stage is  dominated by a small period organ, which provides the accompaniment to the various traditional carols throughout this atmospheric show. Congratulations to both organist Jason Lowe and Musical Director, Tricia Rees-Jones for their work in this area which is integral to the overall effect of this piece of theatre. Similarly the costumes and the attention to period detail are a real triumph. The acting throughout is superb and there are some masterly pieces of ensemble narration which keep the story moving at an entertaining pace, making the most of every opportunity for humour by their clever delivery of lines.  There are also a number of outstanding performances in the lead roles, not least by Miles Warburton as Bob Cratchitt - a splendidly crafted piece of acting - and Lucy Ioannu as the ghost of Christmas Past, a spectacularly chilling performance.  They were admirably supported by a range of brilliant cameos including Fred Markanday as a determinedly optimistic Fred, Robbie Magell as the ebullient Mr Fezziweg, Alex Waters as a heart-wrenchingly cheerful Tiny Tim, Will Harr as the tormented Jacob Marley and Kate Harrison as the heart-broken and rejected Belle,  to name but a few. However the real acting honours undoubtedly go to Jack Carr who as Ebenezer Scrooge is on stage throughout the whole performance and is totally compelling. He is convincing at all times, whether in his curmudgeonly exchanges at the start of the tale or his terrified exchanges with the spirits, the dawning realisation of the impact of his actions or in his joyous transformation at the end of the story. The real triumph of the piece is that for once you actually do care about Scrooge and this is down principally to the wonderful acting of this very talented young man.  This is not however to downplay the excellent work done by the directors as it is very apparent that a lot of effort has gone into this show to ensure that every scene is polished to perfection and crafted to tug at the heart strings in a way which would surely make any Victorian proud. Take your tissues and prepare to be amazed and astounded as Giggleswick School summon up a Christmas tale to remember - complete with snow!  
